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Message from the President 

Dear Colleagues, 

It is my great pleasure to write my first words as president of the ICA for the 
period 2025-2028. Firstly, I would like to thank all voters who participated in our 
democratic election and for trusting me to lead this important institution. I also 
thank our past president, Dorte Hammershøi, for her outstanding service as ICA 
president from 2022 to 2025. She set the bar very high, and I hope to live up to 
her standards. Finally, I welcome all the members of our renewed ICA board 
for this period. It will be my honor to work with such fine acousticians. 

Unfortunately, we are facing difficult times worldwide that affect the diverse 
activities in which acoustics is involved. These have led to uncertainty and 
complications in organizing scientific meetings, securing research funding, 
travelling, offering new job opportunities to young acousticians, and changing 
government priorities. I hope the issues will be resolved peacefully through 
appropriate diplomatic channels, preventing the suffering of innocent people. 

As president of ICA, I will work to ensure this inclusive institution, founded in 
1951, continues to thrive as the umbrella organization for acousticians 
worldwide. In that sense, I am fully committed to ICA's vision: "To be the 
reference point for the acoustic community, becoming more inclusive and 
proactive in our global outreach, increasing coordination and support for the 
growing international interest and activity in acoustics." One urgent challenge 
we must address is the loss of communication with some acoustical societies 
and the need to incorporate new ones into the ICA. I am aware of several 
emerging countries that have sufficient acousticians to establish a national 
society. ICA can provide initial support for creating societies through start-up 
grants, and I will soon contact some of these local members to explore their 
possibilities. If any national society can provide contact names and addresses, 
I would appreciate your assistance. 

Students and young acousticians are vital to the future of ICA and the 
continuance of our 75-year legacy. ICA will continue to support young 
acousticians through conference attendance grants and early career awards 
and will require cooperation from all ICA member societies to disseminate this 
information promptly so we can reach a broader public. ICA will continue to 
support acoustical events through endorsement and sponsorship of specialty 
symposia, coordination of the meeting calendar, and organization of the 
triennial International Congress on Acoustics. The next 26th ICA Congress (ICA 
2028), jointly organised with the Forum Acusticum 2028 Conference, will be 
held in Funchal, Madeira Island, Portugal, from 11 to 14 September 2028. Last 
year, the ICA board decided that the 27th ICA Congress (ICA 2031) would be 
held in Chiba, Japan. This was a hard decision, as there were many other strong 
proposals to consider. ICA member national societies are invited to submit 
informal proposals to host the 28th ICA Congress (ICA 2034) after the ICA Board 
selects the Congress's geographical region (expected in 2026). For further 
information, please see the ICA Congress Guidelines and contact the secretary-
general. 

The ICA will also maintain the momentum of the successful International Year 
of Sound (IYS), organized globally by the ICA in 2020-2022. Thus, the ICA has 
established an annual award to recognize an outstanding outreach activity 
undertaken by a group, committee, or an individual member of a national 
member society or an international affiliate during the previous year. 
Additionally, we are exploring creating a new award for acoustical heritage 
sites, drawing on our colleagues' experience at the Acoustical Society of Japan. 
I am sure this will be great news for the acoustical community. 
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Finally, I wish you all a great year, plenty of peace, and success in your 
endeavors. 

 

Jorge Arenas 
ICA President 

International Year of Sound Award for 
Outstanding Outreach Activity 2026 

The International Commission for Acoustics established the "International Year 
of Sound Award for Outstanding Outreach Activity". 

This annual award encourages member societies to continue the momentum of 
the International Year of Sound 2020+ by undertaking innovative awareness-
raising activities. It recognizes an outstanding outreach activity undertaken by 
a group, committee, or individual member of a national Member Society or an 
International Affiliate during the previous year. 

The ICA Member Societies and International Affiliates are invited to apply to 
one outreach activity held in 2025 and follow the specifications set by the ICA. 
The activity could be organized directly by the Society, a group of individuals 
related to the Society, or an individual Society member. Acknowledgment that 
the activity is related to the National Society or International Affiliate should be 
identified in some way — for example, by the National Society or International 
Affiliate name and/or logo on the promotion. 

The application should contain the application form (available on the ICA 
website) and a two-page summary of the activity. This summary should include 
the details of the event, links to the website, a social media listing if applicable, 
or any other evidence of the promotion. The summary should also include an 
explanation of how the activity has highlighted the importance of sound in our 
world to those outside the usual membership base, and give an estimate of the 
impact. The summary can also mention the intended use of the grant, should 
the application be favored. 

More info at https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/international-year-of-
sound-award-for-outstanding-outreach-activity/. 

The deadline for the submission of the application for the 2026 award for an 
event held in 2025 is 30 April 2026. 

      

Jorge Arenas, Akio Ando, 
and Dorte Hammershøi 
IYSA 2026 Evaluation Panel 

ICA 2025 New Orleans, Louisiana, USA 

The 25th International Congress on Acoustics, ICA 2025, which was hosted by 
the Acoustical Society of America (ASA), took place during 18-23 May 2025 in 
the famous French Quarter of New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. There were 1289 
participants from 36 countries in attendance, including 437 students, with over 
1300 oral presentations in 152 structured sessions, plus poster sessions. The 

https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/international-year-of-sound-award-for-outstanding-outreach-activity/
https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/international-year-of-sound-award-for-outstanding-outreach-activity/
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conference was accompanied by an exhibition with representatives from 
industry who occupied 16 booths during the middle of the week. 

During the Saturday and Sunday preceding the conference, the 2025 Early 
Career Acousticians Retreat was held, a two-day workshop for early career 
professionals in the field of acoustics focused on career development and 
networking. The highlight of the Opening Ceremony on Sunday evening was 
Michael White and the Original Liberty Jazz Band. Dr. White, historian as well 
as bandleader, reviewed the history of New Orleans jazz, with the band 
members playing samples of music with different instruments, characterizing 
the evolution of jazz in North America. 

There were 5 plenary speakers from different nations, one speaking on each 
day: Brian Katz from Paris, France, “The past has ears at Notre Dame: Acoustic 
research at the intersection of virtual reality, cultural heritage, and experimental 
archaeology”; Oleg Sapozhnikov from Moscow, Russia, “Acoustics and wave 
physics in modern applications of ultrasound in therapy”; Kai Siedenburg from 
Graz, Austria, “Selective listening in music: From psychoacoustical principles 
to hearing device evaluation”; Odette Scharenborg from Delft, Netherlands, 
“Inclusive speech technology: Developing automatic speech recognition for 
everyone”; and Christine Erbe from Perth, Australia, “Acoustic ecology of 
marine mammals in the era of blue economy: Navigating development and 
ocean noise challenges”. 

During the Plenary Session on Wednesday afternoon, awards were presented 
by both the International Commission for Acoustics (ICA) and the ASA. The 
main award presented by the ICA was its triennial Early Career Award. The 
2025 recipient was Kai Siedenburg, then Professor of Communication 
Acoustics at Graz University of Technology, now Professor of Systematic 
Musicology at the Institute of Music at the University of Oldenburg, “for 
contributions to psychoacoustics and sound perception, particularly for his 
research on hearing health and cognitive mechanisms in musical context”. In 
addition, 13 ICA Young Scientist Grants were awarded to recipients from 8 
different countries outside North America. The Plenary Session was followed 
by an evening social, which in turn was followed by a Jam Session at Toulouse 
Theatre. 

During May 24-27, immediately following ICA 2025, a satellite conference, the 
International Symposium on Musical and Room Acoustics (ISMRA), was held 
at Loyola University, just a streetcar ride away from the ICA. The musical 
acoustics symposium was chaired by Andrew Piacsek, and the room acoustics 
symposium by David Woolworth. The unique architecture, performance spaces, 
and musical heritage of New Orleans provided an ideal backdrop for these 
satellite conferences. Additional information is available at the conference 
website, https://www.ismra2025.org. 

The organizing committee for ICA 2025 included Mark Hamilton as general 
chair, Joel Mobley as vice chair, Michael Haberman and Preston Wilson as 
technical co-chairs, Debra Nolan as meeting planner, and Elaine Moran as ASA 
liaison. 

 

Mark Hamilton 
General Chair of ICA 2025 

Plenary Session with ECA and Young 
Scientist Grants. 

Dr. Michael White and the Original Liberty 
Jazz Band. 

Wednesday Social. 

Jam Session. 

https://www.ismra2025.org/
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ICA 2028 jointly with FA 2028, Funchal, 
Madeira Island, Portugal 

The 26th International Congress on Acoustics (ICA 2028), jointly organized with 
Forum Acusticum 2028, will be held in Funchal, Madeira, Portugal, from 11th to 
14th September 2028. The event, hosted by the Portuguese Society of 
Acoustics (SPA), will take place at the Pestana Casino Park Congress Centre. 

The ICA-FA 2028 website, https://ica-fa-madeira2028.org/, provides essential 
information about the event and will be expanded in the coming months with 
numerous details on the content, technical program, exhibitions, and 
information on the venue and transportation. 

 

Jorge Patrício 
General Chair of ICA 2028 

Announcement of the 27th International 
Congress on Acoustics (ICA 2031) in Japan 

ICA is pleased to announce that the 27th International Congress on Acoustics 
(ICA 2031) will be organised by the Acoustical Society of Japan (ASJ) and will 
be held in Chiba, Japan. 

The proposed dates are from 7th to 12th September 2031, and the venue will be 
the Makuhari Messe International Conference Hall. 

The General Chair designate is Shinichi Sakamoto of the Institute of Industrial 
Science (IIS), University of Tokyo. 

Japan has already hosted two editions of the ICA Congress. The first was held 
in Tokyo in 1968, and then in Kyoto in 2004. 

   

Antonino Di Bella 
ICA Secretary General 
 
Shinichi Sakamoto 
General Chair of ICA 2031 

Symposium Sponsorship 

The ICA annually allocates funds for sponsorship of specialty symposia in 
acoustics. In conjunction with the Acoustical Society of America (ASA), the ICA 
accepts applications for specialty symposia that comply with the conditions for 
special ASA support, which is mainly oriented toward encouraging scientific 
dissemination and promoting acoustics in developing countries. 

For 2026, EUR 7,500 has been allocated from ICA and USD 1,500 from ASA. 

There were seven applications for 2025 funding from the ICA/ASA Specialty 
Symposia sponsorship program. These applications were evaluated by a 
committee comprised of the ICA Executive Committee and the ASA Committee 
on International Research and Education (CIRE). 

https://ica-fa-madeira2028.org/
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The symposia receiving funding are: 

• Ventilated metamaterials for façade sound insulation application (Italy) 

• 28th Conference on Acoustic and Biomedical Engineering (Poland) 

• 5th Edition of the Symposium on Acoustic Metamaterials, SAM 2026 
(Belgium) 

• ICUA2026 International Conference on Underwater Acoustics (United 
Kingdom) 

• Acoustics And Vibrations Academy: Current trends and advanced 
methods in acoustics and vibrations (Turkiye) 

• Future for Drone Noise Management and Regulation (Australia) 

• XX Congreso Argentino de Acústica (Argentina) 

The funding application for 2027 is open. The deadline for symposia to be 
held in the next year is December 1st, 2026. 

For new requests, please use the online form available on the ICA website 
(https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/sponsorship-of-specialty-
symposia-in-acoustics/). 

 

Antonino Di Bella 
ICA Secretary General 

News from IUPAP 

ICA is an affiliated commission of the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Physics (IUPAP), and ICA officers regularly attend IUPAP's annual 
administrative meetings. IUPAP is the only global organization covering all 
areas of physics. It contributes to general international understanding through 
physics. Its mission is to assist in the worldwide development of physics, to 
foster cooperation in physics, and to help apply physics to solving problems of 
concern to humanity. 

IUPAP was established in 1922 in Brussels with 13 founding member countries, 
and its first president was Sir William Henry Bragg, Nobel Laureate in Physics 
(1915), who served from 1922 to 1931. The Union is governed by its General 
Assembly, which meets every year. In-person assemblies take place triennially; 
the rest of the year, the assembly meets online or in hybrid mode. The Executive 
Council is its top executive body, supervising the activities of its specialized 
International Commissions, Affiliated Commissions, Standing Committees, and 
Working Groups. The number of Working Groups varies widely. They are 
created for a limited time to address specific issues or problems and are 
dissolved once their tasks are complete. 

It occasionally happens that an international committee or organisation of 
physicists decides to join with the Commissions of IUPAP. It may do so as a 
specialised Commission, in which case its organisation and administration 
follow the pattern of the others, and it may receive sponsorship and grants for 
its international conferences. If its own administrative structure is well 
developed, it may become an Affiliated Commission instead. The ICA has been 
linked to IUPAP since its founding in 1951, serving as a subcommittee of 
IUPAP. The ICA is currently an Affiliated Commission (AC3) of IUPAP and 
reports its activities to the IUPAP General Assemblies and its financial 
statements to the Executive Council. IUPAP also supported the organization of 
the International Year of Sound (IYS), organized by the ICA. The next in-person 
General Assembly of IUPAP will be held in São Paulo, Brazil, in October 2026. 

https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/sponsorship-of-specialty-symposia-in-acoustics/
https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/sponsorship-of-specialty-symposia-in-acoustics/
https://iupap.org/
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Jorge Arenas 
ICA President 
 
Dorte Hammershøi 
ICA Past President 

ICA coordination of the calendar of Meetings 
and Congresses 

One of ICA’s tasks is coordinating the International Affiliates and Member 
Societies in planning the main international conferences. 

Many major events are already scheduled on a regional rotation basis. The 
Master Plan can help in long-term planning by encouraging a homogeneous 
regional distribution of events and avoiding possible overlaps. The information 
reported on the Master Plan is public and reports region (if already planned), 
event, venue, and date (if already defined). 

The ICA CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND CONGRESSES (available on the 
web page https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/coordination-of-the-
calendar-of-meetings-and-congresses/) lists detailed announcements of all 
events (organized internationally and locally). 

The events organized, co-organized, or promoted by the Member Societies are 
posted directly in the ICA calendar. Information about the event to be promoted 
must be sent via the appropriate form available on the ICA web page 
(https://www.icacommission.org/event-announcement-application-form/). 

The information received will be verified by the ICA Secretariat before being 
published. Only dissemination or scientific information events will be published. 
Events of a commercial or promotional nature, as well as professional training, 
will not be taken into consideration. The publication of the announcement of an 
event on the ICA calendar does not necessarily constitute support, 
endorsement or patronage of the initiative. 

 

Antonino Di Bella 
ICA Secretary General 

World Hearing Day 2026 

World Hearing Day is an annual global advocacy event for raising awareness 
regarding hearing loss and promoting ear and hearing care, and calling for 
action to address hearing loss and related issues. 

World Hearing Day 2026 theme is 

From communities to classrooms: hearing care for all children 

Celebrated on March 3rd, this campaign emphasizes preventing, identifying, 
and treating hearing loss in children through community-based care and 
school health programs, aiming to ensure equal learning and 
developmental opportunities. 

Key Goals for World Hearing Day 2026: 

https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/coordination-of-the-calendar-of-meetings-and-congresses/
https://www.icacommission.org/what-we-do/coordination-of-the-calendar-of-meetings-and-congresses/
https://www.icacommission.org/event-announcement-application-form/
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• Preventable Childhood Hearing Loss: Addressing the fact that over 
60% of childhood hearing loss is preventable. 

• Early Identification & Care: Ensuring children with hearing loss receive 
timely care for ear conditions like ear wax buildup and otitis media. 

• Educational Access: Integrating hearing care into school health 
programs to assist children's learning and communication. 

• Inclusive Environments: Designing classrooms and public spaces with 
good acoustics to support learning. 

• Global Awareness: Highlighting that while hearing loss affects roughly 
90 million children aged 5-19 globally, many cases go undetected. 

Detailed information on World Hearing Day and related events is available at 
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hearing-day/2026. 

International Noise Awareness Day 

International Noise Awareness Day (INAD) is a global campaign, founded in 
1996 by the Center for Hearing and Communication (CHC), aiming to raise 
awareness of the effects of noise on the welfare and health of people. Noise 
affects people in many ways, but only deafness and annoyance receive actual 
interest from the general public. Worldwide, people are called upon to take part 
via various actions on this occasion: open days on hearing from acousticians, 
lectures in public health departments, universities, and schools, panels of 
experts, noise level measuring actions, and readings. 

The 31st Annual International Noise Awareness Day (INAD) is April 29th, 2026, 
featuring the overarching message to "Protect Your Hearing, Protect Your 
Health," focused on reducing harmful noise impacts. 

More information on this initiative is available on the INAD website: 
https://noiseawareness.org/. 

ICA Membership 

The following list comprises the national acoustical societies that are full 
Members of the ICA. 

Argentina Hong Kong (HKSAR) Poland 
Australia Hungary Portugal 
Austria Iceland Russia 
Belgium India Serbia 
Brazil Indonesia Singapore 

Canada Iran Slovakia 
Chile Israel Slovenia 

China (PRC) Italy Spain 
Croatia Japan Sweden 

Czech Republic Korea (South) Switzerland 
Denmark Lithuania Taiwan 

Egypt Mexico Turkey 
Finland Netherlands USA (ASA) 
France New Zealand USA (INCE) 

Germany Norway United Kingdom 
Greece Peru  

Observers: Belarus, Latvia, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa. 

If you know of any group that should be included, please provide the 
contact details, and we will follow up. 

In addition, the following are the International Affiliates of ICA: 

https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hearing-day/2026
https://noiseawareness.org/
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• Audio Engineering Society (AES) 

• European Acoustics Association (EAA) 

• IberoAmerican Federation of Acoustics (FIA) 

• International Commission on Biological Effects of Noise (ICBEN) 

• International Congress on Ultrasonics (ICU) 

• International Institute of Acoustics and Vibration (IIAV) 

• International Institute of Noise Control Engineering (I-INCE) 

• Western Pacific Acoustics Commission (WESPAC) 

 

Information about the requirements for joining ICA is available on our web 
pages at https://www.icacommission.org/joining-the-ica/. 

 

Antonino Di Bella 
ICA Secretary General 

ICA support for the start-up of new 
acoustical societies 

The ICA offers financial and technical support to assist in the initial formation of 
a non-profit national acoustical society seeking to become a member of the ICA. 

The technical support aims to assist in verifying compliance of the new national 
society statutes and regulations with the purposes and membership rules of the 
ICA. 

The financial support can, for example, help with the launch costs of initial 
meetings. If good progress is demonstrated, the Council may award a further 
grant for follow-up activities. 

Don't hesitate to get in touch with the Secretary-General for information. 

 

Antonino Di Bella 
ICA Secretary General 

https://www.icacommission.org/joining-the-ica/
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Updating ICA Member contact information 

The exchange of information is vital for the relationship between ICA and its 
members. 

In light of the important tasks ahead, particularly the upcoming election for the 
new ICA Board, ICA member representatives will soon be asked to update their 
contact information. 

A specific information request form will be sent shortly. Additionally, we kindly 
request that ICA members inform the Secretary General of any changes in the 
composition of their national Boards. 

 

Antonino Di Bella 
ICA Secretary General 

 

* * * * * 


