INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR ACOUTICS
Minutes of the Board meeting
Held on 2000 August 31 in Nice

1. Opening and approval of the Agenda

Present were:

Lawrence Crum, President
Gilles Daigle, Secretary General
Volker Mellert, Treasurer
Hideki Tachibana
Marion Burgess (rep. Charles Don)
Claude Legros
Giovanni Brambilla
Philip Nelson
Tor Kihlman, Past President
Samir Gerges
Suk Wang Yoon
Adriano Alippi
Regrets were received from Ren-He Zhang, Alexei Nikiforov, Stephen Crandall, Shyam Agrawal, Juan Gallego-Juarez, and Jens Blauert.
Also present at the meeting was Sonoko Kuwano representing the 18th ICA in Kyoto.

President Crum opens the meeting at 9:00 am with a few opening remarks concerning the recent restructuring of the ICA and the setting of realistic goals for the Commission. The primary focus of facilitating the tri-annual Congresses is emphasized.

The Agenda is approved.

AGENDA

1. Opening and approval of the Agenda 
2. Announcements 
3. Minutes of the AC3 meeting held in Berlin 
4. Report of the IUPAP council and Commission Chairs meeting in CERN, 1999 September
5. Report of Treasurer: Financial Report; Member Dues Status; Travel Expenses 
6. Commission Membership, developing countries 
7. Appointment of IUTAM Representative to the Board of ICA 
8. IUPAP sponsorship of conferences (IUTAM sponsorship?) 
9. ICA support and sponsorship of regional meetings 
10. ICSV and more frequent ICAs 
11. Report of Ad Hoc Committee on Conference Grants 
12. Report of Ad Hoc Committee on Research Awards 
13. ICA web page 
14. ICA sponsorship of other meetings on acoustics. Policy 
15. Relationship with IUPAP and IUTAM: International Union of Theoretical and Applied Acoustics 
16. ICA 17, Rome 2001. Report 
17. ICA 18, Kyoto 2004. Report 
18. ICA 19, invitations 19. Other business 
20. Next meeting 
21. Close of the meeting
2. Announcement
The arrangements for the day are announced.

3. Minutes of the AC3 meeting held in Berlin

The Minutes were approved with no corrections.

4. Report of the IUPAP council and Commission Chairs meeting in CERN, September 1999

President Crum attended the annual meeting of IUPAP on 1999 October 1-2 at CERN in Geneva, Switzerland. The President gives a summary of the report sent to Board members by e-mail. A complete copy of the report is attached to the Minutes.

Subsequent discussion included a brief history of how and why the ICA become Affiliated Commission AC3 of IUPAP. It was also noted that the ICA was warmly welcomed by IUTAM and is now an affiliated organization. The complete history can be found on the ICA web page.

The next annual meeting of IUPAP will be held in Beijing in 2000 October.

5. Report of Treasurer: Financial Report; Member Dues Status; Travel Expenses

A summary of the ICA financial accounts is presented by Treasurer Mellert. The viewgraphs are attached to the Minutes.

The status of Member Societies dues was also presented by Treasurer Mellert. As of August 2000 a total of 13 Member Societies had paid. A small number have not yet paid for 1999. Reminders will be sent out in the fall. Treasurer Mellert noted that the preferred mode of payment was now by credit card. In the future invoices should be sent out earlier to allow receipt before Member Societies hold their own Board meetings. Reminders should be sent by mid-year, followed by a second reminder in the fall. A suggestion was made to allow for multi-year subscription.

There ensues a discussion regarding Member Societies dues. In some cases a changing point of contact explains a delayed response from a Member Society. In the case of small societies there may be a low level of activities and their Board may not meet yearly. In particular the status of ACHAS and RAS are unknown at this time. President Crum agreed to write to the president of RAS who is currently in Boulder, CO. In response to a question concerning the number of shares, Past President Kihlman explains that in the past, IUPAP established the number of shares based on the activity in physics. During the formation of AC3, it was decided not to open the issue of shares, but to use the IUPAP numbers initially. The number of shares is an issue that could be discussed in the future, but it is not the most important issue at this time. It was stressed that participation is more important than money.

There should be more contact with Member Societies between now and Rome and the membership situation will be reviewed during the Board meeting in Rome. The next contact with Member Societies should be soon. Topics to be covered include information on the 17th ICA in Rome next year, request for nominations for new Board Members and Representatives for the next General Assembly, the web page, available financial support for symposia and the new Young Scientist Conference Attendance Grants.

Treasurer Mellert reported that IUPAP had provided an allocation of 1800 USD for the ICA Board meeting. About 800 USD will be required to pay for the meeting room rental in the hotel. The remaining balance was to be set aside for the ICA Young Scientist Conference Attendance Grants.

6. Commission Membership, developing countries

An application for membership has been received from the Hong Kong Institute of Acoustics, including the dues for one year. The Secretary General confirms that the application is complete. The Officers recommend Hong Kong and membership is approved by the Board.

President Crum has been in contact with the Turkish Acoustical Society and the Sociedade Portuguesa de Acústica. After a short discussion and by recommendation of the Officers, membership of Turkey and Portugal is approved by the Board.

The status of ACHAS is again raised and action will be taken to obtain further information. The remaining acoustical societies that are not currently members of ICA will be re-invited.

It is noted that Article 7 of the ICA Statutes covers action to be taken in the case of non-paying Member Societies. The alternative of granting "observer status" is discussed. It is resolved to take up the issue of "observer status" only as it arises and leave any action at the discretion of the Board

7. Appointment of IUTAM Representative to the Board of ICA

The members of the Board wish to express their sorrow at the recent death of Prof. David Crighton.

There is a general discussing regarding Associate Members. Currently, Prof. Stephen Crandall is the ICA Associate Member representing IUTAM and Prof. Jens Blauert represents EAA. It is noted that other organizations are represented by some of the current Board Members. Prof Samir Gerges represents FIA, Prof. Tor Kihlman represents I-INCE, and Prof. Suk Wang Yoon represents WESTPRAC. This information will be clarified on the ICA web page.

8. IUPAP sponsorship of conferences (IUTAM sponsorship?)

Application for IUPAP sponsorship is strongly encouraged. Information should be provided to President Crum in the case of IUPAP and Prof. Crandall in the case of IUTAM in order for them to support the application.

The "international" character of the conference is again stressed (see the report of the IUPAP annual meeting under item 4).

9. ICA support and sponsorship of regional meetings

The Secretary General indicates that an application for ICA support has been received from the 3rd EAA International Symposium on Hydroacoustics. Copies of the application are distributed and the Board approved support.

The organizers will be informed that 2000 USD will be made available by contacting the Treasurer.

10. ICSV and more frequent ICAs

It is noted that the ICSV is a yearly conference.

Concern is expressed over the large number of conferences that occur each year and that there is better role for ICA than more frequent congresses. The ICA should not compete yearly with specialized conference, but should encourage strong participation from all areas of acoustics around the world. The work "international" should mean "worldwide." The value of the ICA is not as much what one learns but also who is doing the work and where.

The strength of the ICA is its breath. For example the 16th ICA in Seattle offered an excellent series of review papers and general lectures. This is a very important role for the ICA. The ICA has also learned the importance of a popular and accessible venue. Another service that the ICA can provide is the introduction of new areas of acoustics to the worldwide community.

In summary, the future of the ICA is as a broad based Scientific Congress (as opposed to a conference) in attractive and accessible venues with many general lectures and reviews papers. The frequency should remain every three years.

11. Report of Ad Hoc Committee on Conference Grants

The proposal for an ICA Conference Grant is discussed and the details of implementation are worked out.

The grant has been implemented as the "ICA Young Scientist Conference Attendance Grants." Full details were made available on the ICA web page immediately following the Board meeting and the same information will be found on the Rome web pages.

12. Report of Ad Hoc Committee on Research Awards

There continues to be discussion over the intent of this award. One possibility is to honor prominent acousticians. Another is to recognize younger scientist through and early career award.

After some discussion the Research Award was tabled in favor of the Young Scientist Conference Attendance Grants. Based the experience gained with the YSCAG the Research Award will be revisited during the Rome or subsequent Board meetings.

13. ICA web page

The Secretary General noted the cumbersome URL currently needed to access the ICA web page. The ICA needs a more universal URL that is independent of the location of the Secretariat. The Secretary General will look into a domain name registration of an appropriate URL for ICA.

14. ICA sponsorship of other meetings on acoustics. Policy

In the case of sponsorship without financial commitment, the Board resolves that this is at the discretion of the Officers. Polling the entire Board is not necessary, but the Board should be informed of the decision. The Board should be consulted for feedback in the case of any uncertainty.

The Board shall be polled in the case of a request for sponsorship with financial commitment.

15. Relationship with IUPAP and IUTAM: International Union of Theoretical and Applied Acoustics

This item of business is delayed until item 19.

16. ICA 17, Rome 2001. Report

The report is presented by the Chairman of the 17th ICA, Prof. Adriano Alippi. The dates for the Congress are 2001 September 2 - 7. The venue is the University of Rome "La Sapienza." The distribution of information about the Congress is described. The need for early hotel reservations is explained. A handout listing the proposed structured sessions is distributed. Proceedings will be available on CD-ROM. Paper copy of the Proceedings will also be made available on request for extra cost, including mailing.

The budget is distributed to the Board members. The registration fee is set at 350 Euros before 2001 May 30 and 400 Euros after 2001 May 30 (note - to obtain IUPAP funding, the registration fee must be < 325 USD. The additional 50 Euros past pre-registration must be quoted as required to cover additional administrative cost to comply with IUPAP guidelines).

The technical program is expected to include 80 -90 structured sessions with 6 - 8 invited speakers in each. There will be 10 -15 parallel sessions over 5 days. A total of 6 Plenary Speakers is being planned in a remote theater. In addition, the Board recommends a number of Distinguished Speakers in the larger halls at the University. Computer projection equipment will be available on request for an addition cost. An exhibition is being planned. The opening ceremonies is scheduled for Sunday, 2001 September 2 at 16 h 00.

17. ICA 18, Kyoto 2004. Report

The report is presented by the Secretary General of the 18th ICA, Prof Sonoko Kuwano. The date of the Congress are 2004 April 5 - 9. The venue is the Kyoto International Conference Hall. A brochure is handed out describing the Members of the Executive Committee, the tentative schedule and plans for the Technical Program. Two Distinguished Lectures are planned for the Opening Plenary Session. The Technical Program also includes 8 Keynote Lectures, 7 - 10 parallel Technical Sessions, Poster Sessions, and an Industrial Session by Exhibitors on the 1st day with Précis Oral Presentation. Plans for accommodations are distributed. The total number of rooms has been increased.

18. ICA 19, invitation

The Secretary General announces that a letter of intent has been received from the Société Française d'Acoustique to host the 19th ICA in 2007. Paris would be the preferred venue.

Past President Kihlman explains the I-INCE Congress Selection Committee and encourages bids from elsewhere.

The Board resolves that Europe will be the venue for the 19th ICA in 2007. President Crum will write to all European Member Societies inviting them to submit an expression of interest. Three Member Societies will be chosen to present detailed proposals during the Board meeting in Rome.

19. Other business

The Board is reminded that new Board members will be elected in Rome. Member Societies should be invited to make nomination in early, but no later than January. Past President Kihlman will be the Chair of the Nominating Committee.

Member Societies will also need to nominate representative for the General Assembly in Rome.

The issue of elevating Acoustics to the level of a Union within ICSU is discussed. One reason for this is that many Acousticians are not adequately represented by I-INCE and ICA. Acoustics could apply now for Union status and there is support for this from both IUPAP and IUTAM. The main difficulty is funding. Currently IUPAP, for example, obtains its funding through National Liaison Committees from National Research Councils and National Academies. Acoustics would need such Liaison Committees to apply for funding. Past President Kihlman proposes that it may premature to raise this issue further in Rome, but the idea should be worked on for discussion in Kyoto. The ICSU By-laws and Statutes with be included with the Minutes for distribution to Board Members 

20. Next meeting

The next meeting of the Board is scheduled for Sunday, 2001 September 2. The General Assembly is planned for the middle of the week at a place and time TBD. A short second meeting of the Board is scheduled for Saturday, 2001 September 8.

21. Close of the meeting

The President closes the meeting at 17 h 00.

The Secretary General
G. Daigle

The President
L. Crum

