INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON ACOUSTICS





Unconfirmed Minutes of the General Assembly


held in Seattle, WA, USA, June 25 1998











	1. Opening of the meeting





The first General Assembly of the new International Commission on Acoustics opens at 5:00 p.m. in the West Ballroom of the Sheraton Hotel, Seattle, WA, USA.





The Past President of the Commission, T Kihlman, welcomes all the participants to this meeting, which - he says - will be certainly remembered as a landmark in the history of the Commission. T Kihlman briefly recalls, indeed, that more than two years ago a discussion started within ICA whether it were convenient to change statutes and affiliation to IUPAP in order to establish better links with the national acoustical societies and, through them, with all the active acousticians in the world. The process has gone farther and we are today at the point of officially approving ICA bylaws and the new members of the Board. Member societies have participated to the process and have been timely invited to submit nominations and points to add to the Agenda, which is now submitted for approval, as its second point.








	2. Approval of the Agenda





The Agenda is approved with point 9.Adoption of By-laws (according to article 12 of Draft by-laws) of the proposed Agenda, moved after point 4.Ratification of membership in the Commission, in order to make discussion to follow the by-laws, in the form:





	1. Opening of the meeting


	2. Approval of the Agenda


	3. Election of Chairman for the meeting


	4. Ratification of membership in the Commission


	9. Adoption of By-laws (according to article 12 of Draft by-laws)	


	5. Election of the Board


	6. Election of Nominating Committee


	7. Examination of financial statement


	8. Agreement on a provisional budget for future years, due per share and contribution from the congress fees.


	10. Discussion of questions submitted by the Members, the Board or the Executive Council of IUPAP


		i) questions submitted ahead (2 months prior) in writing 


		ii) other questions submitted later than 2 months prior to the General Assembly.








	3. Election of Chairman for the meeting





J Blauert proposes that T Kihlman act as the Chairman of the meeting and A Alippi as the Secretary. The proposal is seconded and approved.











	4. Ratification of membership in the Commission





Under this point, the call is done of all the member societies which responded favourably to the invitation of joining the new Commission and do now officially participate to it. Member societies and present delegates are:





Society				Delegate			votes





Australia	.		C Don				3


Austria 				E Benes			2


Brazil				S N Y Gerges			3


Canada				G Daigle			2


					J Bradley			2


China 		.		Chen tong			2


					Tian Jing			2


Czeck				O Jiricek			2


Finland				J R Backman			2


France				C Legros			5


Germany,			J Blauert			3


Germany, 			M Ochmann			2


Hungary			E Arato-Borsi			2


India 				S S Agrawal			3


Italy 				A Alippi			3


					G Brambilla			2


Japan 				H Tachibana			5


Korea 				S W Yoon			2


Mexico				S Beristain			1


Netherland			A Houtsma			3


Norway 			A Krokstad			1


					T Gjestland			1


Poland 				E.Kozaczka			1


					A. Rakowski			1


					A Sliwinski			1


Russia 				L M Lyamshev		6


Slovakia				P Bury				1


South Africa 			B Mortimer			2


Spain 				J A. Gallego-Juarez		3


Sweden				T Kihlman			4


Switzerland			D Hutchins			3


UK 				B Shield			5


USA (ASA) 			I  Bush-Vishniac		1


					L A. Crum			1


					J West				1


					P Kuhl				1


					C Schmid			1		


					W Hartmann			1


					





Total								86








Ballots are given to each delegate for voting the new President and the new members of the Board, according to point 5.Election of the Board. A sign is also given for voting on each single item to be discussed under various points of the Agenda, with the indication of the number of votes each delegate represents.








	9. Adoption of By-laws (according to article 12 of Draft by-laws)





Draft by-laws have been distributed in advance to the member societies and are now put into discussion. The Chairman preliminarly reports that, with respect to the draft by-law, the Commission, in its meeting on June 20, has introduced the following variations which are to be discussed as proposals,:





Article 8.


Sentence 8: the sequence of items are changed to:


a. Opening of the meeting


b. Approval of the Agenda


c. Election of chairman for the meeting


d. Ratification of membership in the Commission


e. Adoption of By-laws (according to article 12)


f. Election of the board


	         g. Examination of financial statement


h. Agreement on a provisional budget for future years, due per share and contribution from congress fees


i. Discussion of questions submitted by the Members, the Board or the Executive Council of IUPAP


		i) questions submitted ahead (2 months prior) in writing 


		ii) other questions submitted later than 2 months prior to the General 		Assembly





Article 5.


i) Under the point relative to The Secretariat, in both sentences:


 word Secretary should be substituted with Secretary General.


 


ii) Under the point Election procedures, subpoint 2, second last row: 


words Past President should be substituted with words  immediate Past President.





iii) Point 3 should be changed into:


The Nominating committee, elected by the Board, shoul have representatives for the regions, including one from Europe, one from North America and one from the Pacific region.





There follows a general discussion, whose main points are the following:


 - Changing the proposals submitted by the Nominating committee (Germany): preparation of a slate could be worked out better in the future, when times of work are kept tight.


- Invitations to the General Assembly (India): the President could invite people to participate with no voting power of course, though the General Assembly is open to members of the member societies.


- Regarding the modification proposed under point iii) in Article 5 (see above) to be also done in the Statutes (The Nederlands), that could only be done by IUPAP. However, as long as we interpret it according to the proposed by-laws, there will not be misunderstanding in the future.





The proposed by-laws, including  the above reported modifications proposed by the Commission, are unanimously approved.








	5. Election of the Board





Member societies have done nominations through the nominating procedure by mail. A nominating committee, formed by D Blackstock, J Blauert and S Namba, has produced a slate of names, which is now submitted to the delegates. 


D Blackstock reminds that there is a slate of two names for president  (L Crum, H Tachibana) and both candidates will serve in the Board, no matter what the result of the election will be. There is just one name in the slate for secretary general (G Daigle) and for treasurer (V Mellert). In addition, the past president (T Kihlman) stays in the board, so that there are five more permanent seats to vote for (15 - 4 - 1 -5) out of a slate of seven (S S Agrawal, J Backman, C G Don, J A Gallego-Juarez, S N Y Gerges, A H Marshall, S W Yoon).


An election committee is nominated, formed by E A G Shaw and C Rice.


Ballots are distributed to delegates, in a number equal to the votes reported above. Two different ballots were prepared, one for president and one for the board members, each ballot containing the names of the slate in alphabetically  random sequence. One preference shall be given for president and a maximum of five for board members.





Results of the elections were:


President


		L Crum		votes 54


		H Tachibana		votes 32





Board members


		S N Y Gerges		votes 69


		S S Agrawal		votes 65


		J A Gallego-Juarez	votes 65


		S W Yoon		votes 60


		C G Don 		votes 59


		J Backman		votes 54


		A H Marshall  		votes 45





According to the nominations of the member societies and to the results of the election, therefore, the composition of the Commission for the next term 1998-2001 will be the following:





Officers:


	L Crum, President


	T Kihlman, Past President


	G Daigle, Secretary General


	V Mellert, Treasurer


�



Ordinary Members:


	S S Agrawal 


	G Brambilla


	C G Don


	J A Gallego-Juarez,


	S N Y Gerges  


	C Legros


	P Nelson


	A Nikiforov


	H Tachibana


	S W Yoon


	R Zhang





	        Associate Members:


	J Blauert


	S Crandall








	6. Election of Nominating Committee





The election Committee for the election of the future board will be nominated by the Commission Chairman, after consultation with the members of the Commission.








	7. Examination of financial statement





The Chairman recalls that income of the Commissions was in the past constituted by the annual IUPAP grant that was aimed to partially cover the members travelling expenses and, indirectly, the grant for sponsoring the International Conference on Acoustics every third year. According to the by-laws, the Commission will benefit in the future by the fee paid by the member societies, which amount to US$ 25 per share. For the present year, the total amount is US$ 4,500. Other sources of income will be contributed by 5% of the congresses’ fees, as approved in the by-laws. 


As far as the present conference is concerned, since the by-laws were not yet approved at the time of when the conference budget was made, there will be a contribution of about US$ 25,000, to be confirmed.


Proposal for the expenditures of the secretariat is US$ 3,500 per annum, which is necessary for hiring one person and paying telephon/mail service. 


A more definite budget will be provided in the future, when running of the commission permits to define income and expenditures.


The financial statement is approved by the Assembly.








	8. Agreement on a provisional budget for future years, due per share and contribution from the congress fees





This item was covered in the previous point of the Agenda.








	10. Discussion of questions submitted by the Members, the Board or the Executive Council of IUPAP


		i) questions submitted ahead (2 months prior) in writing 





There are no items to be discussed under this point of the Agenda





		ii) other questions submitted later than 2 months prior to the General Assembly





Following S S Agrawal question, regarding paying fees in the future with cards and no banking taxation, the treasurer will consider the possibility.








There not being anything else to discuss in the Agenda, the meeting closes at 6:30 p.m.





 


		The Secretary					The Chairman











		(A Alippi)					(T Kihlmann)
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